
 

  

Year 5 Herons Spring 2 Newsletter 

Welcome back to Spring 2!  

     We hope you have had a wonderful break and are ready for an action-packed half term!  

Our learning will be centred around Space and Mae 
Jemison.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Key dates for your diary: 
 

Thursday 26th February Apollo Music in Years 4 and 5 

Friday 27th February Year 5 Assembly 3.10pm 

Week 2nd March DT week 

Tuesday 3rd March Year 5 Interactive Space session online 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day dress up and read 

together 

Friday 6th March Year 5 Poetry of Music day at Keats House   

Tuesday 10th March Parent's Evening, 3.30-5.30pm 

Week 9th March Science Week 

Thursday 12th March Parent's Evening, 4-6pm 

Friday 13th March 11.15 Assembly science sharing songs  

Friday 13th March Year 5 Fire brigade visit to school  

Tuesday 17th March St Patrick's Day - wear green 

Friday 19th March Red Nose Day, wear red and donate £1 

Friday 19th March Year 5 trip LSO performance 

Tuesday 24th March Year 4 and 5 Apollo concert 

Friday 27th March Parents in Class share pop up books 

1.30pm 

Friday 27th March 2pm finish for Nursery to Year 6 

2-4pm FRoG’s - Easter Egg Hunt 

 

 



Trips and Visits 
 
This term we are going to attend a poetry workshop at 

Keats House, we are also going to the Barbican and 
Hackney Empire to enjoy 2 concerts.                   

Friday 6th March Year 5 Poetry of Music day at Keats 

House   

Friday 19th March Year 5 trip LSO performance 

Tuesday 24th March Year 4 and 5 Apollo concert 

   PE Kits 

Class PE Day: Tuesdays  

Please ensure that your child comes to school wearing 

the correct PE kit on Tuesdays.  

             

 

 

 

Reading Writing 

This half term we will be reading ‘A Young Astronaut’s 

Handbook’ by Tim Peake as our class reader. We will 

practise our summarising skills by identifying the main 

ideas from what we have read and completing 

summaries in our reading logs. It is a book full of 

information and interesting facts about how to survive 

in space! 

Our reading lessons will focus on a range of reading 

skills including: 

-         Finding information in the text 

-         Understanding new vocabulary in 

context and considering why an author 

uses these words 

-         Using clues from the text to work out 

the feelings of characters 

-         Making predictions about what will 

happen next 

To support your child at home, please read with them 

every day. Children can also access Reading Plus at 

home using the link below: 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/ 

 

Our writing units this half term will be based around our topic 

of ‘Stargazers to Space Travellers’, Space and the book ‘The 

Young Astronaut’s Handbook.’ Using this text, the children will 

write a diary entry from the perspective of an astronaut 

travelling into space. In addition, we will use this learning to 

write an explanation text about how to become an astronaut. 

During these units, the pupils will focus on using apostrophes 

for contractions and colons to introduce lists. For example: 

I can’t believe I’m saying this but I’m finally here.  

To be an astronaut, you must be: dedicated, resilient and 

knowledgeable.  

Please see the link below for further information linked to 

apostrophes for contractions: 

Using apostrophes - BBC Bitesize 

We will then use our learning from our topic to write a 

newspaper report about discoveries on the surface of Mars. 

We will consider the features of newspapers and how they 

should be presented.   

Please support your child’s spelling at home by encouraging 

them to learn their weekly spellings and complete spelling 

activities on Spellzone using the link below: 

https://www.spellzone.com/  

Their username and password can be found on the inside 

cover of their homework book.  

 

 

.  

 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zdsthbk
https://www.spellzone.com/


Maths Science  

In Maths this half term, we will be covering:  

Decimals- reading, writing and comparing numbers up 

to two decimal places. We will also be learning how to 

add and subtract decimal numbers and to round 

decimal numbers to the nearest tenth and the nearest 

whole number.  

Fractions, decimals and percentages- finding 

equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages.   

Geometry- the different types of angle, how to 

measure angles, parallel and perpendicular lines and 

different types of polygons (shapes).   

 

What are decimals? - BBC Bitesize 

Year 5 Lines and angles - Year 5 Maths - BBC Bitesize 

Our science topic this half term will be ‘Space.’ We will explore 
the planets of the Solar System and each of their 
atmospheres. We will create a model to represent the Solar 
System and how the planets move within it. 

In particular, we will focus on how Earth moves and how this 
causes night and day and the four seasons. 

We will develop our scientific skills by recording our results 
and observations and drawing conclusions as a lot of our work 
this half term will be based on observations. 

The links below provide some useful information about what 
we will be studying: 

Earth and space - KS2 Science - BBC Bitesize 

 

History and Geography Campaign  

In History, we will be learning how ideas about space 

have changed over time in our topic ‘Stargazers to 

Space Travellers.’ We will investigate how 

advancements in technology have shaped our 

understanding of our Solar System and how significant 

historical events e.g. Apollo 11 Moon Landing have 

enabled us to find out more about our Solar System.  

 

Our class campaign this term is linked to ‘Keep Kind.’ We will 
be learning about gender equality and will consider how we 

can promote gender equality. We will investigate this through 
our topic of Space and will consider whether both genders 

have had the same opportunities.  

 
 

ICT 
Data and Information- Flat-File Databases  
We will develop our understanding of databases and how they group, sort and record information.  
We will use online databases to filter information and design our own databases.   

PSHE 
Healthy Me 
During this topic, the children will think about how to keep their bodies healthy through diet, 
exercise and lifestyle choices. In addition, they will learn about how to keep themselves 
emotionally and mentally healthy by discussing issues such as peer pressure, bullying and 
friendships.  

RE 
Christianity 
This half term in RE, our focus will be on Christianity. Our key question to explore is ‘ How 
significant is it for Christians that God intended Jesus to die?’ 

PE 
PE lessons this half term will focus on Football and Gymnastics.  

Class PE Day: Tuesday  

Music 
Jazz 
The children will be exploring jazz music in their music lessons and will be developing their ability 
to create and write music. Throughout the topic they will be exploring how to use musical 
vocabulary accurately e.g. tempo (speed), volume and rhythm.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zsbd7p3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbtdp9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkbbkqt


Art  
Drawing 
This half term in art, the children will be creating art work based on the planets of the Solar 
System.   

DT 
 

Mechanisms 
This half term in DT, we will be focusing on making mechanisms to create a moving storybook 
based on space. We will be learning how to make levers and pulleys to use in our books.  

Please come and speak with me if you have any questions or concerns and we look forward to working with you all.  

 
Visit our website for dates, news and other information  

 

https://www.gainsborough.hackney.sch.uk/
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