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Wednesday 2nd September 2020  
 
Dear families,  
 
We are really excited to invite you all back to full time schooling. At Gainsborough we recognise the 
importance of education and the importance that being in an educational setting has on your child’s 
wellbeing. However we are also mindful that we are living in unusual times and we must ensure the safety 
of your child and your family is considered under the new COVID guidance.  
 
The full government guidance is available for everyone to read 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-
providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-
to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-
term?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign
=DfE%20C19) 
The school has compiled a comprehensive risk assessment that covers the premises, families, visitors, the 
school day, learning, food and eating, cleaning and staff wellness to ensure we minimise as much mixing as 
possible, provide high quality education and prevent the possible spread of the virus.  
Attendance in school is now statutory again if your child is over 5 years old. If you cannot attend school for 
the below reasons please let us know by contacting the school office: 

 self-isolating 
 have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves 
 are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all school will:  

- Educate children about COVID 19, social distancing and safety measures 

- Have daily wellbeing sessions with time to talk and ask questions and reward children for adapting to the new way of 

teaching and learning. 

- Keep children in their year groups as much as possible and only mix for essential reading, writing and maths teaching 

where needed  

- Allocate children their own resources where possible and clean shared resources after use  

- We have adjusted the layout of classes and children will sit in rows, facing forward in classes 

- Staff will clean throughout the day and thoroughly clean at the end of each day 
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- Teach a full timetable and full curriculum with a focus on covering missed learning and accelerating progress  

- Reduce whole class singing and contact sports in PE, lunchtime and clubs.  

- Teach music and art in classrooms rather than specialist rooms to reduce movement and shared resources  

-  We have reduced the group activities where sharing of resources and touch are needed within class settings  

- Ensure food preparation follows current government guidance and children in Nursery, Reception, years 1 and 2 eat 

in their classrooms.  

- Stagger break times and lunch serving to reduce the amount of mixing at break and lunchtime  

- Clean equipment used in the Preschool, Nursery and Reception classes daily as the EYFS based curriculum requires 

more resources more cleaning and rotation of resources is needed  

- Hold weekly parent sessions with a learning theme to support home learning and weekly class assemblies via Zoom  

We ask that parents support us by:  

- Walk, cycle or scoot to school where possible and wear masks if travelling on public transport. If you require your 

child to wear a mask this should be removed in the playground and stored in a zip lock plastic bag. 

- Following social distancing rules at drop off and pick up times. Collecting from gates and allocated coned areas. 

Arrive at 8.45am and being collected at  3.30pm.  

- Send children with bags and packed lunch if essential however reduce non-essential items  

- Ensure school uniform is worn and changed daily to ensure no cross contamination between home and school.  

- Send children to school in PE kits on PE days (white t shirt, blue or black shorts, jogging bottoms or leggings). 

- Communicate with the school staff via adults on the gate, email or phone.  admin@gainsborough.hackney.sch.uk  

While we have had to put the above in place I wanted to reassure you we are focused on ensuring your child’s 

wellbeing is well looked after and their academic progress is sustained. It is exciting to see the learning and progress 

so many of our children have made while at home and we are committed to closing any gaps for those who have 

them.  

 

I would also like to remind you we have gone paperless! All letters will continue to go out by email. Please email 

admin@gainsborough.hackney.sch.uk if you want to update the email address we hold for you. If you would like to 

discuss any of the above or have any concerns please email the school office or speak to a member of staff on the 

school entrance.  
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